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FAVING paſs. 'q the g greateſt Part of 
my Life (near five 404 twenty Years) 


% "Re City of Cadiz, in Spain, (the grand Maga- 
zine af moſt of the manufactured Goods of 
Europe) where my chief Traffic conſiſted in 
Linen Cloaths of the various Kinds and Deno- 
minations, that are conſumed in Spain and its 
Colanies in the g Indies, which J conſtantly 
imported after the Example of moſt of the 
foreign Merchants ſettled in the ſame City, from 
France; Flanders and Germany: And having ſince 
my Return to this my native Country, examined 
and compared with particular Care and Exact- 
neſs, our different Sorts of. Linen Cloaths. with 
thoſe of the aforefaid- Countries; I can take on 
me to Demonſtrate, that with very little Labour 
or additional Expenee, we could alter and adapt 
. the moſt Part of our Linens to the Taſte, not 
only of the. Spaniards, but allo of the Portugueze 
and their reſpective Poſſeſſions in the oft Indies, 
whereby a- vaſt Benefit would accrue. to. this 
Kingdom. But, as, without faid Alterations, 
Ve cannot expect ot pretend to the leaſt Share 
or Part of that Trade, we ſhould be conſtantly 

nee in purſuit of them, for to what other 
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Means can we have recourſe, that will more 
certainly expel Poverty, or more effeCtually en- 
rich us? To imagine that the Spaniards or Por- 


Tugueze, ſhould take from us our Linens in the 


Manner we make them for the Engliſh Market, 
or for home Conſumption, would be exceſs of 
Vanity. But why ſhould we not adapt our 


Linens to every Market in the World? It is 


every Manufacturer s Buſineſs and Obligation 
do pleaſe and ſuit the Taſte of his Buyers; but 


it is particularly incumbent on us, as we have 


three induſtrious Nations on the ſame Trade to 
contend with, who think it a pleaſing Taſk. 


2. And leſt my Views in giving theſe Infor- 


- mations ſhould be expounded to my prejudice, I 
ſolemnly declare that they are quite diſintereſted, 
for I would be underſtood, 


to ſacrifice with . 
pleaſure, my long Practice, Knowledge and Ex- 


perience of foreign Linens, and of the Trade 
of Spain to the Weſt Indies, to a true and ſincere 
Love of my Country. But if the Methods 1 


ſhall propoſe be not ſupported, forwarded and 
encouraged by the Voice, Aid and Authority of 
a ſuperior ProteCtion, to give them the requiſtte 
Action, Sanction and Credit, they muſt drop 
and prove ineffectual, as it is eaſily conceived that 
our Manufacturers of Linen Cloaths, thro' the 


Report only of a fine Story of the Riches of 


Spain and Portugal; and of the great Quantity 
of Linens fold there, will not be beat out of their 


old Road, without ſome more plauſible Evidence 


or a Security to be depended on; beſides the 


moſt 


(5) 
moſt Part of them imagine that Ireland alone 
makes the moſt and beſt Linens in the World, 
and that England and North America are the 
only Places for Sale. In Effect, it ſhould appear 
very ſurprizing that in a trading Country as this 
is, and wherein the manufacturing of Linen 
Cloaths is no more in its Infancy, nothing has 
been as yet ſaid or ſet forth on the Subject of 
their making any conſiderable Returns from Spain 
and Portugal; therefore, it is not to be expected 
that our Manufacturers on my ſingle Word, 
will alter in the leaſt their Method of working, 


nor do I deſire to be believed on my Report 
alone, but let the following Informations be 
transferred, to London, and many of the moſt 
eminent Merchants there, will ſubſcribe to their 


| Veracity, viz. 

3. That a * Flota for Vero Cruz, in the 
Kingdom of Mexico, in New-Sparn, is diſpatch'd 
from Cadiz every third Year, and is compoſed 
of twelve to fourteen large Regiſter Ships, and 
of two Men of War of the Line. It commonly 
performs the Voyage out and home in fourteen 
to eighteen Months. All the Ships of a Flota . 
- uſually load or contain, by Meaſurement, near 


From the Year 1739 to 1757, there was no Flota diſ- 

patched. The Spaniards carried on their Trade to Mexico 

during that Time, by ſingle Regiſter Ships that departed one 

after another, or two or three at a Time, according as they 
were ready. 

ten 


| 
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ten "theufand Twas | Eneliſb Meaſure, of 
which deducting one third Part for loading 


Iron, Wine, Brandy, Oyl, dry Fruit, coaxſe 
unbleach'd Linens, Paper, Glaſs, Quills, Spices, 
Pack- thread, Hardware and Wax, remain fix 
"thouſand fix hundred Tuns for all Sorts of ma- 
nufactured Goods, vis. Linens, Woollens and 
" Silks, and of the ſaid ſix thouſand: fix hundred 
* Pans, it is computed that about the five eighth 


Parts, or four thouſand Tuns are fill'd up with Li- 
nens, each Tun whereof may be moderately va- 
lued at 430. Sterling : money of Great Britain, nor 


need they be Iynens of over the medium Coſt of 
- 14 Britiſui Curreney per: Yard, to make up that 
Eſtimate, tough it may appear incredible that a 
Tun of ſueh ordinary Linen ſhould amount to ſo 


great a Sum; but it will be the better conceiv- 


ed when, we underſtand that Freight and King's 


Duties in Spain for the Feft-Indies.are pay d by 
Meaſurement, which obliges the Exporter or 
Shipper to make up his Bales ar Packs in the 
ſtrongeſt Preſſes, whereby he reduces them to 
the ſmalleſt Size poſſible, in order to pay the 
leſs Freight and Duty, fo that near eight thou- 
ſand Yards of Linen of the aforeſaid Coſt of 
14 per Yard, ſhall be contain'd in the Mea- 


1. The Engliſh Ty commonly computed.near a third leſs 

" than. the Spanyb Tun, that is 9000 Tuns Englyhanake about 

. Goon Spaniſh Tuns. Each Regiſter Ship in Spain, pays a 
certain Sum to the King per Tun, Licence „ but in 
the Meaſurement of the Ship the owner is greatly — 
A Flota will load much more than it pays Licence Money for. 

| ſurement 
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furement of one Tun, which amounting to 
450. Four thoufand Tuns wil come to 
1, 800, oool. which is the Conſumption of the 
Kingdom of Mexico in three Years, fo that the 
annual Conſumption muſt be ſuppos d to be the 
third Part, or - C. 600,000 
That, for the Coaſt of the Sb. : 
Sea, two or three Regiſter Ships de- ; 
part annually in or about the Month 
of January, whereof we ſhall com- 
pute four hundred Tuns to conſiſt 
of Linens, which at the above Eft- | 
mate of 4501. per Tun, amount to 180,000 
That for Buenos Ayres and Cartha- © © 
gena, three or four Regiſter Ships, 
(often more) depart annually from 
Cadiz, and may carry about ſix hun- 
dred Tuns of Linens, which valted '” 
at the ſame 4507. per Tun mike  2y6;009- 
That the Campeche, Honduras, 
Cumana, Maracaybo Regifters and 
Havannab Company Ships from 
Cadiz; as alſo the Quipuſcua Com- 
pany Ships from St. Sebaſtrans and 
the Canary Regiſter Ships; may all 
load about ſix hundred Tuns of Li- 
nens; which make at 4800, per Tun 270,000 
To which we may add the Co 
ſumption of Omi Spain, to amount 
C5. x TY & aL 
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We have ſtill to add the Con- 
ſumption of Periugal and the 

Brazils; the Weſtern Iflands, Ma- 


deira, Canaries, and Coaſts of 


Aftics; which may be conſider d to 
amount to about one fifth Part of 


the above Sum of 2, 320, oool. 464,000 


— — 


* L. 2,784,000 


To all which we may ſtill add, for 
Freights, Premiums of Inſurances, 
Commuſhons and Profit, 15 per 


Cent.” per Annum, which will come | 
to i 1 PRs 4 N ae n 


b, 


Lilenaag 57 * 3.201, 6000 
So that at the loweſh. Computation, France, 


Nanders, and Germany, enjoy the * annual Re- 


turns of upwards. of three Millions of Pounds, 


Sterling money of Great-Britain, for their Li- 


nen Cloaths, which is an undeniable Fact, and 
though ſome Objections may be offered to the 


aforeſaid Computation, yet upon a more exact 
Enquiry, we ſhall find the above Sum to come 
very little ſhort of four N Millions. pr Bong 


'* I uſt here obſerve, that ifiderible Sumasof FMidney 6 come 
to Spain from the Shan b left. ladies out of Regiſter, where- 
of nothing tranſpires in Public, as ſuch Money pays no Duty, 
being ſmuggled; but the beſt Part of it is in Return of Li- 
nens: There are likewiſe vaſt Sums return d by way of Ja- 


Woes and. the C be del Sacramento in the River of Plate. 
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4. I mall now proceed to a Deſcription of the · 

various Sorts of foreign Linens that are in great- 
eſt Demand in Spain and Portugal ; the firſt is 

Britania (broad and narrow) ſo called from the 

Province of Britany in France, where it is made. 

It is a thin, but well manufactured Linen: The 

broad Sort is 35 to 36 Inches wide, and thenar- 

row about 27 Inches. The Coſt of the broad is 

from 11 to 224. 17 iſb Currency per Yard, and 

that of the narrow from'g to 184. ons and 

the other are woven into long Pieces, and alter 
being well bleach'd, are cut into Remnants of 
71 Yards each; then each Remnant is made up 
in the Square like a Piece of Cambrick, but of 
a much greater Square. The Spaniards and 

Portugueſe prefer this Linen to any other for 
Shirting, becauſe each Piece or Remnant con- 

tains the needful for two Shirts, which is the 

"moſt they make up at a Time and excepting 

the richeſt Sort, their OEconomy ſeldom per- 
mits them to be more laviſh. It is a very durable 

Linen, being made of well ſpun Flax: and 
not of Tow, as are moſt of our Yard-wide low- 
pric'd Linens. The Spaniard (particularly) 
finds his Account in ſhipping off ſaid Britania 
for the Met. Indies, becaufe the Pieces or Rem- 
nants aforeſaid being: flat and ſquare, and of an 
equal Size and placed in a Pile, one on the 
other, and thus lay'd in a heavy Preſs well 
ſerew'd down, ſhall produce a Bale more than 
a third Part leſs, than if it was compoſed of the 
B ſame 
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tot. 

ſame Quantity of Yards of Linens of an equal 
Quality, in round Pieces or Bolts of 24 to 25 
Yards each in Length; whereby, on Freight and 
King's Duties, which, as I have already obſerved, 

2 by Meaſurement, he ſhall fave a. 
— 30 per n. and it is for the ſame Reaſon, 
that moſt of the bleach'd Linens that are ſent 
to Spain, are made up in the broad or long 
Square. The Britania is imitated in Sgxony 
and Silzia, and it is in our Power to go 
nearer than the Germans to the French ori- 
ginal Linen. 

The next Sort of Linen demanded both in Spain 
and Portugal is the Rouen Sheeting. It is made in 
the Province of Normandyin France, and imitated 
in ſeveral Parts of Germany, It is of alightQuality, 
thin and differently bleach'd. Its Coſt is from 


10 to 134. Iriſh Currency per Tard. It is pack d 
up in Bales of 750 to 800 Yards each, The 
Pieces are of various Lengths, and are made 
up in the long Square of the full Breadth of the 
Linen. We could eaſily imitate this Kind of 
Linen, but Specimens of it would be neceſſary. 

Sant white Sheeting is the next. The Flen:- 
| ings and Spaniards call it Brabante Florete, It 
is manufactured in and about the City of Gant, 

N — is a ſtrong well made Linen, the beſt Sheet - 
ing in the World. Its breadth is from 42 to 45 
Inches, and the Length of each Piece (or rather 
each half Piece) is 30 to 33 Yards, It is gene- 
rally very well bleach'd, and its Coſt is from 
11d. to 18d. Irifo Currency per Yard. It is made 


up 
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Up in a large Square of the full Breadth of 
the Linen, and each Bale or Pack commonly 
contains ſixty half Pieces. In the Year 1958, 1 
ſent to Spain ſome Pieces of our white Sheeting, 
made upby Mr. Pat. Ewing, who executed perfect 
ly well the Directions given him, and for ſo much 
they were liked in Spain ; but the Quality of 
the Linen was found thinner, more uneven, and 
Ie ſubſtantial than Gant Sheeting, and was 
fold to 7 per Cent. leſs Advantage. 

Gant grey Sheeting is equally demanded in 
Spain, and is not unlike our own ; but the 
former is thicker, more cloſely woven, and of 
a lighter Yarn. It is made up in Bales or Packs 
like the Gant white Sheeting. 
| Greas ſo call d by the Spaniards and by the 
French, Crees. There are broad and narrow 
of the ſame Denomination : The narrow Sort 
is in very great Demand in Old-Spain. One and 
the other are made in Britany in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Breſt and Morlaix, and are imi- 
tated in Germany. They reſemble our Doulaſſes, 
but are not ſo well bleach d. The broad Sort 
is of about a Yard wide, and the narrow about 
three Quarters. The Coſt of the broad is from 
10 to 13d. per Yard, and of the narrow 5 to 9d. 
Iriſþ Currency per Yard , they are cut into half 
Pieces of about 65 . Yards long; the method 
of packing and making them up is very parti- 
eular, and to be rightly imitated, Specimens of 
them ſhould be produced. ” Aa 
| PEE” _ * Caſe 
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13 * Caſſarillos or Creajuelas, are a grey Linen; 
reſembling our Oſuabrugs or box and ſtrip Li- 
nens, the common (or lowelt Sort of) People 
in Spain, and moſt Part of the Army uſe thoſe 
Linens for Shirting. They are made for the 
moſt part in WMeſipbalia, and their Breadth is 27 
Inches. The Coſt is 6 to 6 4. Iriſb Currency 

per Yard. We make them much better than the 

Germans, and we ſhould foon diſpoſfeſs them 
of that Trade with Spain, provided we made 
ours of the full Breadth, and of a lighter or 
whiter. Yarn. They are made up in Bolts of 70 


10 120 Yards long. 
* Platillas Royals is a Linen of anindifferent Qua- 


| lity, made in Saxony and Silefia. It is about three 
Quarters wide and 1s well bleach'd. Its Length is 
38 Yards. In Spain it is very much demanded both 
for Mexico and Peru, and its Coſt is from 9 
to 14d. Iriſb Currency per Yard. It is made 
up in a long narrow Square of about four Inches 
broad of the full Breadth of the Linen, and is 
bound at both Ends with black Paper and red 
Tape. 

Eſtopillas fo called in Germany and in Spain, 
are the ſame as Lawns, the beſt fort is made in 
Saxony. It is a Linen much demanded in Spain 
and Portugal and the Weſt Indies, We imitate 
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* Theſe Linens are e ſent to the Spaniſh Weſt-In- 
its, but like all other coarſe unbleach'd Linens, they do 
not pay Duty or Freight by Meaſurement : They are ſhip'd 
off in fingle Bolts and ſerve to fill up the Vacuums of a Ship's 


Holt, or ſuch Places as a Bale or Box cannot fit in. 
them 
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them, but not near enough. We are almoſt 
as backward therein, as in our | imitating of 
Cambricks in which we make as yet but 'a poor 
Figure; however, our Manufacturers ſhould 
not be diſcouraged. _ 

Sangala is a glazed and coloured Linen made 
in Saxony and Silgſia and much demanded in Spain, 
the coſt of it is 7 to 10d. /riſþ Currency per Yard, 
and the length of each Piece is only 13 Yards. 
It is made up like the Hatillas Royals, and 
* covered with white Paper, the common Colours 
are black, red, pink, ſcarlet, blue, brown, yel- 
low and orange. 

5. There are Linens made in Sw:/zerland and 
in the Republic of St. Gal, which have ſome 
Currency in Spain; but I think it needleſs to de- 
ſeribe them, as thoſe I have named are the moſt 
demanded in Sparn and Portugal, and more than 
any one Nation can ſupply ; fo that if only 2 or 3 
Sorts of our Linens could gain Credit in Spain, 
we ſhould be contented for a Time, or until 
our Application might lead us into the Imitation 
of more Sorts; but all I have ſaid will avail us 
nothing, if firſt we procure not Patterns or Spe- 
cimens of the aforeſaid deſcribed Linens from 
their original Manufactories, and ſuch Specimens 
ſhould be carefully purchaſed by a Perſon well 
inſtructed in the various Qualities and Aſſort- 
ments that have the greateſt Currency in Spain 
and Portugal. Of ſome. Sorts of Linens, there 
ſhould be many pattern Pieces, and of others 
4 a few will ſuffice. *Nor ſhould we regret 520 | 
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Rapence, as it is not to be doubted bat many of 
dur Induſtrious Manufacturers would foon pro- 
duce excellent Copies of faid Patterns. Neither 
ſhould we feat the leaſt Delay in their gaining 
Credit, for many London Merchants who are 
daily importing German Linens, whereof the 
greateſt Part are of the ſame Quality and make 
of the German Linens herein deſcribed, would 
immediately prefer ours, as in the general they 
would: be found of a more durable Quality ; but 
it is not ſo much * (except for the Stamp or 
Print) for home Conumption, that a great Part of 
faid German Linens are imported into England, as 
for the Purpoſe of being reſhipped on Veſſels trad- 
ing to Jamaica, &c. where great Quantities are 
fold or ſmuggled on the Spaniſb Main, and ſaid 
Linens tlius reſhipped, the London Merehant 
draws back the heavy Duty he payed at 
their entry. We may then expect by imitating 
the aforeſaid deſcribed German Linens, to gain as 
much on the Demand of England, as Germany 
has had hitherto, and withall loſe nothing of 
England's uſual Demand for our Linens in our 
common Way of making them, of which we 
may always work a ſufficiency both for England, 
and home Conſumption. e 
But it is not alone by our imitating German. 
Linens, that our Export for England muſt 
conſiderably increafe ; it ſhall alſo augment 


- * th which Sliaje London likewiſe exports very great Quart 
titted of German Linens, and particularly of PLT ILIAS 
Rovats: They receive the Stamp or Print better than any of 
our Linens. | 


and 
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and prove beneficial to us, in Proportion to our 
imitating in like Manner, the French and Hlemiſb 
Linens that I have deſcribed, on account of the 
Hounty given in England to the. Exporter of 
gur ordinary Linens, who coming to know that 
we make them to the Taſte of the Spaniards 
and Pur tugueze, ſhall take more Linens off our 
Hands in one Year, than hitherto they have 
done in three. 

Now, let us not think impracticable (as many 
do without aſſigning the leaſt Reaſon) a further 
encreaſe of our Manufacture of Linen Cloaths. 

We have but one Province or ſcarce a quarter 
Part of the Kingdom employed therein, which 
already convinces us of the Weakneſs of the 
above Aſſertion. Why then does it not ſpread 
itſelf over the other three Provinces ? If we take 
a View of the vaſt Continents of Spain and ii. 
tugal; of "Mexico, Piu and the Brazils; of the 
Coaſts of Africa , of the Cattary Illands, Madera, 
a Weftern Illands, Sc. and but reflect that we 
never ſhared of the C Confurnption of Linens of 
ſo many Millions of people, it ſhould ſuffice to 
rouze our Ambition and quicken our Induſtry. 
We have the fame Paculties and conſequently 
che ſame Abilities with the French, Nlemings and 
Se, We have nach more, and what they 


4 —_ Ie 1 the making Ane lass we hows chiefly 
Y apply ourſelves to, as for one Yard of Linen of over 22 4. per 
| Yard, there are a thouſand of under that Price conſumed in 


Spain and Portugal and the M It Indies. It is much the fame 
every where. 


never 
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never had, -L mean a nationat Protection, con: 
vened and ready to aſſiſt, encourage and reward 
our Application and Induſtry. On the other 
Hand the Manufacturing of Linen Cloath is 


| eaſily learned, and the moſt backward Capacity 


can give it ſome Aſſiſtance; beſides, it is con- 
fined to no one Soil, Province, or Territory, 
for where Flax will not grow, it may be im- 
ported on very reaſonable Terms, and as it 
never was an obſtacle to Agriculture, it is the 
moſt deſirable Manufacture in the Univerſe to 
enrich a Nation, and the moſt eſtimable, becauſe 
it is the leaſt periſhable. We ſhould Thaw. en- 
deavour- to eſtabliſh i it in.every Province, i in every 
County, nay, in every Pariſh of the Kingdom; 
few or no Qbſtacles oppoſe it, or if any there be, 
they may be eaſily remoyed. 

Since the Commencement of this War, the 


Prices of Linens in France, Flanders and Ger- 


many, have yearly encreaſed, and haye been as 
dear as ours; at Times, thoſe of France have 
been much dearer. What a deal of Time have 


we then loſt | ? and what an. Advance would our 
Linens have ſince yielded us, had we practiſed 
the proper Methods of imitating ſaid foreign 
Liens? the making of Br1T ANI4S alone, would 


have yielded us a pleaſing profit. There are 


| ſeveral Ways of annoying an Enemy, and per- 


\ haps our "imitating French Linens IRS. not 
proye the leaſt effectual r 54 
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